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From the Christian Repository. 





Excommunication of Dr. John Brooks 
from the Presbyterian Ciurch (so called) tn 


Newfane, Vt. for the heresy of believing , 
and preaching Universal Salvation 


The whole correspondence with, and examination 
before said church, of the accused, is too voluminous 
for publication in the Christian Repository, but will 


probably appear before the public in seme other form. 





Letter from the Commiltee of Newfsne Church to Doct. r 


Brooks, commuinicating his excommunication thcre- 


fr . 
irom. 


7091 


Newfane, May 23, 182! 


The Church of Christ in Newfane to Dr. Jolin 


Sir,—Whereas you athe made a public 


javing soliemnly covenant- 
th ther 


and Cc barti es of th e gos 


of religion in this place, and 
ed before God and with this church, to walk wi 
doctrines, 
and to submit yourself to the watch and Pah a 


in all the ordinances, 
pel, 
ofthis church 
us, and we with 


» | 


you to watch over each other in the 


Lord, to give, and receive admonitions as occasion shall | 


require, and as is expressly commanded in the word of 
God :— 
And as you have departed from the faith and prac-! 
tice of this church, and thereby violated y 
ed engagements, it has been deemed an imperious duly 
ri-t ha 
Accordingly, 


to use those measures with you, which Ch s direct- 


ed to be used with an offending 
John Kinney having Jabored with you by biniself, 


ith 


brother. 
vel 


and 


u“ < 
‘* 


him, and a 


per- 


then having taken an other brother 
they could obtain no Christian 
suade you to return to your duty, brother Kinney 


satisfaction, nor 


thought it his duty to make known his com 


church agreeably to the direction of our Lord atid Mas- | 
ter in the 18th chapter of Matthew ; for the above pur- | 
mplaint of 


pose of hearing and attending to the co 
brother Kinney, a church meeting was called 


were informed of the same, and neglect: 


ar 
2 Oh 


d you 


We having meet according to appointment, the com-| 
plaint was laid before us, which complaint was in sub- | 


stance the following: For embracing, an 
heresy. We having evidence that the complaint was 
justly founded, and that the previous steps according to 
the direction of the gospel had been taken, 
ered it our duty to hear, and attend to the same. 


we 


Al- 


ter conferring on the subject, and the rules of christian Ig 


duty as taught in the scriptures, we were unanimously 
of an opinion that the heresy was of that nature, that 
unless you gave evidence of penitency and refformation, 


wee could not consistently with our duty to yon, our-! 
selves, and the Great Head of the Church pass over it | 


withont expressing censure agreeablee to the laws of 
Christ’s kingdom, 

Feeling a tenderness for you, and an unwillingness to 
cut you off from our communion, we were disposed to 
use further forbearance, and Jabor with you, 
cordingly appointed brother Kinney to write to you on 
the subject, in hopes that you would consider of the 
cake, and consequences, eo as to appear and give chris- 
tian satisfaction, and return to your duty. We then 
adjourned for a little more than two weeks. Meet ac- 
cording to adjournment, for the purpose of again attend. 
You being present, and the letters 
emg read, written by you, and also the one written by 


ing to your cave, 


Brooks. | 


profess on} 


:—And you have further covenanted with 


our coveuant-} 


laint to the! 


1 fo attend. | 


d propagating | 


consid- | 
if-i who, T am told, gives out that he can confute me in ar- 


We ac- | 


ee 


the reqnest 
aversation while present with the church, and having 
amphiet, Letters to the public in general, and to 
k of Brattleborough in particular, 


a 


of the chureh to you, and after hearing your 


5 our } 


Dea. «ohn Holbroo 





the wicked, meunt endless, and he was asked what it 
meant in the thirteenth of Matthew, where Christ says, 
‘** As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the 
fire, so shall ii be in the end of this atonos 2” Or, if the 
gentleman has forgotton, will he now be so good as to 





wee were jed to believe that your heresy was of that 
kind, that if propagated and embraced must be awfully 
distructive: not only to the morals ef mankind, but to 
the: 


s and immortal souls. 


* preciou 


Lamentible to re- | 


i shew, how, if the word aion and its derivatives mean 
lend Hess dueution, the wicked can be punished eternally, 


and yet not be cast into the furnace of fire till the end 


late, you gave no marks of penitency, or refformation, | of aionos, which he says is eternity, and which is, 10 


but presumptiously declared that it was your constant | 
{prayer that God would not alter your views or cause 
| you to see different. And if be should not, all our ef-| 
you good would be in vain. Our fondest | 
iming you, and of bringing you back to! 
After confering | 


forte : to ao 


i ei s Of recii 
te e? ith of duty must all be blasted. 

her wpon your case, it was unanimously voted by | 

he church, that they could not commune with a man | 
if your sentiments, nor fellowship you asa christian | 
The church also unanimously voted that you 


(It is presumed that | 


; brother. 
| be excommunicated from them. 


™ | not one half of the male members of the church were 
Wee do now, in the name, and by the au- | 
i thority of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of the | 


| present. ) 


} 


} 
i 


| 1, declare the connection between you and _ this 
church to be dissolved, and wee do hereby certify that 


chure 


ithdraw our fellowsbip and watch over you. Dear sir, 
seach you not to make Jight of what we have done, 
itinatrifleing way. If we have acted accord- 
ing to the laws of Christ's kingdom, (Don’t you know 
?) he will approve of what wee 


wew 
we he 
nor treat 


whether you have or not 
it 
would accompany this with a blessing, that it might be 


bave done, is our desire and prayr, 


for the honor 


inal 
aia 


of religion, and the good of the church, 
that it might be a means of leading you to consider 
of your ways, and afford evidence of repentance, and re- 
, turn to your duty, so that at the great and solemn day 
of judgement, you may not be disowned of Christ, and 
bid depart with his open enemies, with whom we are | 
now bonnd to consider you, and as such conduct to- 
wards you, (in the Lord.) Done by order, and behalf 
of the c!} 


ie church. 


JOHN KENNY, 
JONATHAN HALL, Jr. 


Comeety for the Church of Christ in Newfane. 


The above isatrue copy, rerbalim ef lileratim, of | 
the orizinal, except the words enclosed by parentheses, | 
It never was written by either of the signers, but is pre | 
bably the masterly production of a certain rare genius, | 


| (Signed, 
+ 
i 


umenftin two minutes, As this mighty champion will | 


probably soon be ordained and settled in business, in, 


) over, and among the church of Newfane, he may, if we! 


shoul beth live, and continue as bright as we now are, | 
[have an opportunity, not barely of two minutes, but 
| 
| But J should think the gentleman must already have ex- 
| perienced enough, on this score, to restrain his preten- 
| sions somewhere within the bounds of modesty. 
| does he 
ed to prove his doctrine of endless misery by the 
istrength of the Greek aion 2 Will ne be so good as to 
tell somebody, how he got away, when he had stated 
io me that azonion,* as applied to the punishment of 
* Here appears to be a mistake. 
ed in the thirteenth chap. of St. Matthew; bot the gen- 
itive (cienes) of its root aion, is used four times. For} 
an tilustration of these terms, see the frst volume of 
this work (Christian Repository,) page 143, 





/lionion is not us- 





that God | 


even of two and a half or three minutes to confute me. | 


Why 
not set forth how he confuted me when he tri-. 


fact, the strongest word used in scripture to express the 
| duration of punishment? Jam not sure but be will be 
ander the necessity of devoting nearly one half of his 
two minutes in clearing up this single difficulty. But 
let this be as it may, | must ask the indulgence of this 
Rev. gentleman, some fifteen ortwenty minutes, to re- 

mark on his letter, which comes to me in the name of 
| | John Kenney and Jonathan Hall, Jun. as a committee 
from the church at Newfane, to declare my excommu- 
| nication, and to make a Jearned exposition of the caus- 
es which led to this measure. The drift of this letter 
| goes to justify the church for excommunicating me for 
heresy, merely, without charging me with immoral con- 


duct. 
If the letter means to plead the immoral tendency of 


my sentiments, it should be remembered that this plea 
will go against the bible itself, exclusively ; unless it 
has been, or can be, shown, that those sentiments are 
not in accordance with the bible. This has not been 
shown to me, and indeed it has scarcely been attempt- 
ed, by the church at Newfane, in their proceedings to 
excommunicate me, Notwithstanding this, the letter 
‘represents the church as waiting, with much friendly 
solicitude, to see me become penitent, reform, and re- 
turn to my duty. Now herein, it appears to me, is a 
marvelous thing. While the church set forth no reason, 
which they bave to suppose ime insincere in my belief, 
they presume to call a recantation-of such belief a re- 
turn to duty, penitency, and reformation! ‘fo turn 
traitor to my understanding and conscience, and to the 
;cause which | believe to be that of my Lord and Sa- 
viour, is penitency and reformation, yea, and a return 
to duty, in the eye of the Newfane church! What 
enormous wickedness is contained in this idea! What 
| though the church at Newfane may be ever so well per- 
| suaded that I am in an error; what is that to me? Un- 
less J] can be convinced in my own mind, should I not 
| be a perfidious wretch indeed to renounce my opinion? 
Yet this church affect to consider such abandonment of 
| Princip Ne, penitency, reformation, and a return to duty, 
according to their committce’s letter. My Ged, pre- 
serve me from such abominable perfidy and basevess ! 
Never was a greater insult offered te virtue and com- 
mon sense! 

| But because I was not found ready, for the sake of 
their feRowship and watch, (a jealous and popish watch 
over my opinions) to renounce my firm and sincere be- 
lief in God’s unirersal and unchangeable love and mer- 
cy, and consequently the universal salvation and happi- 
ness of his creatures, withont the least justifiable reason 
whatever, why then, to be sure, the church approves 
‘itself for cutting me off irom her comu: The ex- 
comiuunication itself is certainly no matier of regret ; 
but to see things come to this pass, that a sect of pro- 
fessors shall set up that they are the only true church, 
and intallible in their religious views, and consider ita 
sin to cepart trom their creed, is a species of supercil- 
which, | conld bave hoped, might not dis- 
grace the pre ent enlightened age. Indeed the author 
of the letter seems not to be utterly insensible of this, 
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and therefore, evidently labors to exhibit something im- 
proper in my conduct before the church, while under 
examination, seeing there could be no charge but what, 
in a moral point of view, was palpably frivolous. | 
had, says he, the presumption to declare, that it was 
my constant prayer that God would not alter my views, 
of Cause me to see different. Now | might easily show 
that this accusation is founded entirely in error, (not to 
say perverseness and falsehood ;) but | am willing to 
have it just us the wriler states. 1 am willing to have 
it that I pray, unconditionally, that my views never 
spay be altered, or that I miglit be cansed to see differ- 
ent, in regard to the extent of salvation. I profess to 
believe in universal salvation and happiness, as the re- 
sult of Christ’s mediatorio] process. Now what harm is 
there in praying that my views might never be altered, 
er that | might never see different ? 
view any thing but universal happiness, nor see any 


UNIVERSALIST 


FOR TRE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


MAGAZINE. 





To the Editor of the Maguzine, 

Sir,x—The following is an extract from a pamphlet, 
which, | am informed, is the production of the Rev. 
Dr. CuANNING of this town, designed to answer the 
common objections which are made to Unitarian Senti- 
ments. I have no doubt that the Dr. wrote this little 
manual, for it is in his usual chaste and perspicuous 
manner of writing. 
which justifies the belief that it is from the same pen 
which wrote the justly celebrated Baliimore Sermon, 


It also has another peculiar mark 


it contains, in my humble opinion, a plain and n.: uaifest 


contradiction, as does that sermon. I pointed out the 


contradiction to which I allude in the Baltimore Ser-) 





mon, in the Untv8RSALIST MAGAZINE; and J think it 


if | should never; my duty to show wher: ‘n this author has contradicted | Christ came to confer.” 


himself in the extract which ishere presented. | -hould 








which ‘Trinitarians accuse the Un 


itarians of expecting, 
net by grace, but by works; and here the Unitarian 
doctor first declares the charge to be groundless, and 
then confSrms it in the plainest language possible. He 
says that ** Christian works” constitute the great con- 
dition on which everlasting life is bestowed. Surely 
Dr. Channing could not believe that Trinitarians meant 
to charge Unitarians of expecting to be saved by an 
unchristian conduct. Why does he represent this 
charge to be groundless? Let us look a little further, 
) and see what our author says of christian virtues. He 
| says, they are ‘‘in the sight of God of great price.” 
And what further does he say of this christian virtue? 
| Ele says, ‘*it is the very image of God in the human 
soul, a ray of his brightness, the best gift which he com- 
| municates to his creatures, the highest benefit which 
Did any man ever state a 
more polpable contradiction? Here he makes ont, 





thing different from this, to endless eternity, what hurt vot do this if the other sections of this pamphlet were 4 that what he culls * the greal condition on which evrer- 
will it do? But, says the writer, if | shouid not alter in | string of errors and inconsistencies, such as we frequent | lasting life 18 bestowed,” is the best gift which God com- 
my views, in this respect, all the efforts to do me good, | ly Gnd in limitarian productions ; in such a case | would | municates to his creatores, and the highest benefit 


will be in vain. How am I to understand this? 


If || dismiss the whole from attention, and give myself and} which Christ came to confer! 


Of course the best gift 


see that all mankind will finally become holy and hap- | others no trouble aboutit; but this is not the case.’ which God bestows is not everlasting life, the highest 


py, then all the pious effort of the Newfane church, or, 
their committee, or their committee’s committee, the 
Rey. Mr. B., to do me good, will be utterly vain; but 
if my views ean be altered, sothat I can see that acon-| 
siderable part of mankind will be eternally damned and 
miserable, then they can do me good.—This I certainly | 
de not understand. If this church or committee can! 
do good to their enemies, or those that hate and perse- 
cute them, (if such there are) as Christ has command- | 
ed all his followers to do, 1 cannot see why they cannot 
do me good, let me believe and preach, or even prac- 
tise what I] will. But, on the contrary, if by the word 
good is meant any thing in favor of their creed of eter- 
nal woe and misery, | am certain they can do neither 
me nor any body else any good, let our views be what: 
they may. 

Fo conclude this epistle, which, for distinction’s 
sake, I will call Bates’ Jamentation, | am besought not 
to make light of what the church at Newfane has done, 
&ec. In regard to this expression of solicitude, | can 
assure the writer, I will so far attend to it, as to get the 
proceedings published as soon as! can. That their 
proceedings may be a means of leading me to consider 
my ways, as the writer hopes, shall be one object in 
having those proceedings committed to press ; nor shall 
or ought it to be a less weighty object to consider the 
ways of such pretended christian churches, in excom- 
municating members for their honest opinions, and to 
hand these things down to posterity, that the termina- 
tion of papal tyranny and oppression, may be duly 
marked by the convulsive struggles of dissolution, as 
well as the signs of her bloody and infatuated origin 
aud progress. The forty and two montlis of Antichrist’s 
reign are probably terminated, and, as ** they have no 
vest day nor night, who worship the beast and his im- 
age,” it is not to be wondered at that their groans be- 
come more and more lamentable, as they see their mag- 
nificent fabric crumbling into dust. Let the worship- 
pers of this beast and bis image duly consider, whether 
‘the great and solemn day of judgment,” of which this 
letter forewarns their devoted friend, is not already at 
band, when they shall be rewarded even as they have 
rewarded others, and it shall be doubled unto thew 
doubly for all their sins. If they are ‘*bid depart with 
the open enemies of Christ,” Jet them settle it in their 
minds what shail be their portion to be treated as such. 


JOUN BROOKS, 
Dummersion, Ft. June 9, 1821. 
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SELECTED SENTENCES, 
Whatever purifies, fcrtifies also the heart. 
Sincerity and truth form the basis of every virtue. 
Virtuous youth gradually brings forward accomplisb- 


| by works and nol by grace. 


The other parts of this little work harmonise in divine 
truth, and forma clear light to mental vision, worthy 
the attention of every candid inquirer after truth. But 
finding this dark spot in such a luminous place, I feel a 
strong desire to have it removed. 
See pages 7 and &. 
objection. 


‘The extract follows. 
**3. We now proceed to another 
We are charged with expecting (0 be saved 
This charge may earily be 
despatched, and a more groundless one cannot eusily 


be imagined. We indeed attach great importance to 


Christian worl:s, or Christian obedience, believing that | 


a practice or life, conformed to the precepts and exam- 


ple of Jesus, is the great end for which faith in bim is | 


required, and is the great condition on which everi«st- 
ing life is bestowed. We are accustomed to speck 
highly of the virtues and improvements of a true ciris- 


tian, rejecting with abhorrence the idea, that they are | 


no better than the outward Jewish righteousness, which 


the prophet called ‘ filthy rags ;? aud maintaining with | 


the apostle, that they are ‘in the sight of God, of great 


henefit which Christ came to confer is not everlasting 
life; but this best gift, this highest benefit is ** the great 
condilton on which everlasting lifeis bestowed.” Sure- 
ly the Dr. knows, that the condition on which a fayor 
is granted is not the favor itself. Look, reader, and 
According to our author, holiness, which is 
the very image of God in the buman soul, a ray of his 
brightness is vot everlasting life, but it is the great con- 
dition on which everlasting life is bestowed! The fact 
is, the Dr. bas made a gift the condition of the same 
gift. L{cliness is all the salvation and all the everlast- 


ing life which the gospel gives to men. 


examine. 





One thing more and | close these remarks. The Dr. 
,suys, that this gift which God communicates to his crea- 
| tures, this highest benefit which Christ came to confer 
jis the on’y important and lasting distinction between 
} } 


man and Ulere | am sorry to find that the doctor 
| ° 


intimates, that God, by bestowing a better gift on some 
men, t! uD he does on others has made an important and 
| lasting distinction between man and man. This is that 


nan. 


price. We believe that holiness or virtue is the very | partial doctrine of election and reprobation, inconsis- 
image of God in the human soul, a ray of his brigistness, | tently combined with a denial of Calvinistic doctrine 

° ms . ‘o : \ - , 
the best gift which he communicates to his creatures, | and absurdly supported by pretentions to the infinity 





ed and flourishing manhood. 


the highest benefit which Christ came to confer, the | 
only important and lasting distinction between man | 
and man. Still we always and earnestly maintain, | 


of Grod’s grace. 
Mr. Editor, if you see fit to insert the foregoing, 
please to send the Dr, the paper which shall contain it. 


that no human virtue, bo human obedience, can give 4) Not that Lexpect he will reply, or in any way thank 
legal claim, a right by merit, to the life and immortali- | me for shew ing lim bis errors, but it may put him more 


ty brought to light by Christ. We see and mourn over 
tbe deficiencies, broken resolutions, and mixed motives 
of the best men. We always affirm, that God’s grace, 
benignity, free kindness, is needed by the most ad- 
vanced christian, and that to this alone we owe the 
promise in the gospel, of full remission and everlasting 
happiness to the penitent. None speak of mercy more 
constantly than we. One of our distinctions is, that we 
magnify this lovely attribute of the Deity. One of our 
strong objections to Calvinism is, that it subverts God’s 
grace, annihilates his forgiving goodness, by teaching 
that an infivite substitute ts provided for guilty men, in 
whom their sins, instead of being pardoned, are fully 
and infinitely punished. So accustomed are we to in- 
sist on the infinity of God’s grace and mercy, that 
our adversaries oflen charge us with forgetting his jus- 
tice; and yet it is objected to us, that, renouncing 
grace, we appeal to justice, and built our hope on the 
abundance of our merit !”” 

Respecting the above extract, it'may be well to in- 
quire how our autl:or means to reply to the charge that 
Unitarians expect to be saved by works and not by 
grace? He saysa more groundless charge cannot easi- 
ly be imagined. He then immediately proceeds to 


| extrect is taken in your useful paper. 


mes + = 


on his guard in future. Also, sir, I should be pleased 
to see the whole of the pamphlet from which the above 


H, B. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—In your last paper | observed some editorial re- 
marks on the existence and continuance of wars ;—and 
[can assure you | was nota little pleased with the 
manner in which you treated the subject. I have Jong: 
been a reacer of your interesting paper—and have of- 
ten been delighted as well as ins/rucied in perusing the 
communications in its colomns. Ithas often occurred 
to my mind that the religion of our Saviour was calcu- 
lated, and intended to do away fighting and bloodshed. 
Under this impression | am induced to offer a few re- 
marks, which however brief and undigested, I hope you 
will consider as worthy a place in the pages of your pa- 
per. With your consent 1 will transiate a few observa- 
tions of Krasmus, on this subject, who was.a philan- 





state that christisn works or christian obedience is the 
great condition on which everlasting life is bestowed. 


Now it is evident that ererlasting life is the salration | 





thropist, and the restorer of civil and religious liberty. 
»* “here are kings,’ says he, ‘ who go to war for no oth- 
‘ 

‘er reason, than that they may with greater ease estab- 


lish despotic authority over their own subsets at home: 
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forin time of peace the power of Parliaments, the dig- 
nity of magistrates, the vigor of the laws, ore great im- 
pediments to a prince who wishes to exercise arbitrary 


power. 


management of affairs devolves on a few, the ministers | 


of executive government, who for the general safety as- 


sume the privilege of conducting every thing according | 


to their own humor, demanding unlimited confitence.’ 

This, Mr. Editor, is but a part of the very judicious 
observations, that this author makes use of, in -ondermn- 
ing the inhuman practice of human butchery!) Lan- 
guage has found no name sufficiently expressive of the 
diabolical villiany of those in high life, who without 
personal provocation, in the mere wantonness of pow- 
er, and for the sake of increasing what they already 
possess in too great abundance, rushinto murder! Mui 
der of the innocent! murder of the stranger! neithes 
knowing or caring how many of their fellow creatures, 
with rights to Jife and happiness equal to their own, are 
urged by poverty to shed their last drops of blood, in « 
foreign Jand, far from the endearments of kindred, to 
gratify the pride of a few at home, whose despotic spir- 
it insults the wretchedness it first created ! 

The religion of our Saviour, inculcates the principles 
ef peace and harmony among mankind. And were his 
precepts observed—and his commandments adhered to, 
there would be less ‘ Jeading into cavtivity ;’ righteous- 


ness and peace would oftener kiss each other, and the | 


human family would live more in unison with the prin- 
ciples of the gospel of peace. JOLIN, 2d. 


aa 2 Oo 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





‘§ The Heathen are perishing for the want of Bibles.” 


Much anxiety is manifested by many professed chris- 
tians at the present day, for the fate of the * poor heath- 
en.’ Society upon society has been formed for the 
purpose of sending the gospel to the pagan world. Un- 
wearied exertions are made to collect Jarge funds to 
procure bibles for the heathen. Almost every means is 
resorted to,to procure contributions for this undertaking. 
Men are delegated by the societies to excite the people 
to liberality, by telling them that the heathen are per- 
ishing, hourly dropping into hell for the jack of this 
knowledge. Computations are sometimes made how 
many souls might be saved from eternal wretchedncss 
by one single bible. Now if the endless happiness or 
misery of millions of our fellow mortals depend on our 
exertions, then certainly it is our duty to send them re- 
lief. After our brethren have been so faithful in pro- 
curing contributions, and increasing their funds, we 
might have expected that they would be economical in 
their expenditures. But is this the case in fact? We 
answer, No. Instead of procuring cheap bibles, which 
might be obtained at 50 cents, per piece ; something in 
greater style must be undertaken. The bible must be 
STEREOTYPED on an elegant plan. Gentlemen in. 


New-York must be employed for the purpose; and at | 
last a neat and elegant bible makes its appearanee !— | 


Now the bibles thus obtained are worth three dollars a 
piece! And is not this squandering the money cors- 
mitted to theirtrust? The sum expended in obtainiiry 
one of those sterotype bibles, would procure siz smaller 
bibles which contain equally os much, and would an- 
awer every purpose. ‘Thus are two dollars and fifty 
cents actually thrown away on every bible, and the 
heathen cheated five hundred per cent!! Now if ten 
souls can be converted by one bible, then fifty are lost 
on each bible by this lavish policy’? And if each bible 
would be the means of saving 100 pagans, then 500 must 
perish eternally to gratify the pride of the leaders of 
eur bible societies! What numbers of bibles are an- 
nually circulated among the heathen in this and foreign 
countries, | know not. But I presume that 500 is mot 
extravagant. Now the money expended in procuring 
these 500 bibles, would purchage six times the number 


P ee 
But when once a war is undertaken, the chier) 


les, whieh would increase the number to 


of smaller tot 
Thus are 2.500 bibles annually Javished ; which at 
|} the rate we have already mentioned would have con- 
Now supposing this wretch- 
is continued twenty years, 5,000,000 


| 
bys the * poor heathen’ could attribute their eternal dam- 


verted 250.000 heathen! ! 


ed -econuiny 


nation to the unprincipled conduct of the * \merican 
Bible Society! 


things so: 


Leaders of the society, are not these 
,w can you atone for the soul] thus Jost !! 
H——N, 


———D ¢ - aa 

FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
Mr. Editor—In the communication in Jast week’s 
| Magezine, signed, ** CuristiAn Univ ensAnist,” there 
is one statement, on which I wish to offer a few re- 
mark. The writer professes to state the grounds on 
which he thinks the idea that there is no state of pun- 
fier death, must be supported, if it can be at 


‘lL hose grounds are 


ishment 
all supporied as scripture doctrine. 
the following: ** Ist. It must be clearly shown froin the 
word of God that all mankind are justly and equally 
punished here, according to their works, not excepting 





him who dies in the act of sin, for which he has no time 
|to be punished. 2d. It must be proved from the scrip- 
‘tures that all men receive be fore, orat death, a sensible 
jimpression of the furgiveness and pardon of their sins, 
| by fatth in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ; or that 
| the death of the body will deliver the soul from every 
}sinful propensity. Or 3d. It must be proved that there 
{is no moral connection between this world and the 
| world to come; so that at death we shall forever cease 
| to have any knowledge that we have ever existed here, 
| or of what we were while in this life.’ It is only by 
| proving from scripture, some one of these three propo- 
sit.ons, that the writer suppeses the idea of there being 
no punishment after death, can be supported as scrip- 
ture doctrine. Now, if he be candid and fair, he will 
have no cbjections to applying to himself the rule 
which he has given to his opponents, and will acknowl- 
edge that if the idea that there is a state of punishment 
after death ean be supported as a ser/plure doctrine, it 
must be on these grounds: Ist. It must be clearly 
shown from the word of God that al] mankind are not 
justly and equally punished here, according to their 
works. 2d. It must be proved from scripture that all 
meu do not receive before nor at death, a sensible im- 
pression of the forgiveness and pardon of their sins, by 
faith in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and that 
at the death of the body the soul is not delivered from 


every sinful propensity. atl 
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“J speak as unto wise men; judge ye what I say.” 
Str. Paun. 





It is a practice too often resorted to by certain sec- 
‘arian preachers, who would be styled by the holy 
ume of * erthodox,* to visit the sick and fatherless in 
‘their affliction, merely to consign them to eternal per- 
dition. That it is better to go to the honse of mourn- 
ing, than the house of feasting, is an observation which 
participates of equa] truth and wisdom. But for what 
purpose de many clergymen visit the sick on their dying 
beds? ‘They visit them to ascertain whether they en- 
teriain the absurd and inconsistent doctrine of the be- 
licf of future eternal punishment :—whether they are 
willing to be damned, in order that they may be saved! 
They enter the chamber of the sick and dying man, 
with the visible characteristics of melancholy and hor- 
ror stamped upon their countenances ; and while he is 
agonizing under the pains of nature’s dissolution—he is 
interrogated relative to his belief in the doctrine of to- 
| tal depravity and election; of eternal misery, and eter- 





nal happiness. Emmaciated in body and in mind, (for 
the mind generally, though not invariably weakens with 
the body) the terrors of prejudice and superstition are 
poured forth for his contemplation ;—fear takes posses- 
scion of his mind ;—pbrenzy seizes upon all his faculties, 
and this pretended disciple of the Prince of peace, at- 


jtributing such emotions to be the consequences of a 


state of guilt and misery—consigns him to eternal tor- 
ments, while yet the quivering lamp of life is husband- 
ing out its taper; while he himself is sensible, and ean 
understand his resnarks; while his weeping friends, are 
assembled around, to hear the last whispers of his affec- 
tion ;-while even ope, in accordance with the princi- 
ples of his own doetrine, leaves room for his salvation ; 
he even dares to mutilate the gospe} of the Saviour of 
mankind !-assumes the capacity and authority of the 

judge of all the earth,-and like the Pharisee of old, 
thanks his God that he is not as other men are, that he 
is not as this sick and dying sinner! What humility! 
What an exhibition of a charitable spirit is here exew- 
plified! That there are such characters in the chris- 
tian community, cannot be denied—their exertions om 
the melancholy occasion alluded to, have too often been 
apparent. They contradict the principles and exam- 
ples of the doctrine of our Saviour, who never, in the 
course of his whole ministry, condemned a single indi 

vidual ; but who, on the contrary, exhibited the most 
lucid proof that be came from the bosom of the Father, 
to ‘reconcile al] things unto himself, and to testify 
that in due time all should know him froim the Jeast to 
the greatest ;—for he has redcemed them from ell ini- 
quity. 

We do not say, but the views of the orthodox clergy, 
may many times arise from motives of a mistaken opiti- 
ion or judgment; but we would merely be understood 
as condemning those principles end opinions, which 
arise from a misguided zeal, and erroneous impressions 
on the subject in question. ‘* He who is without sin, 
let him cast the first stone.” 


_——ED 0) ae 


Oc? We have received, and perused with sentiments 
of pleasure and approbation, a sermon pronounced in 
Milford, Mass. Dec. 6, 1821, being the day appointed 
by the Governor of this Commonwealth, for Thanks- 
giving and Praise: By the Rev. THomas Wauitte- 
MORE, pastor of the Ist Universalist Society in said 
place. We would recommend it to our readers gener- 
ally as an able and well adapted discourse. 

— 3+ 
To Readers and Correspondents. 

Our correspondent * J. B¥****,? is informed, that to 
be consistent with our previous remarks, respecting the 
discussion of efernal punishmen! between * §’ and ot!s 
ers, we must decline publishing his communication ; 
though it is well written, and woul! do honor to our 
columns. If he will advert to our paper of Jan. 5tl, 
and observe our editorial remarks, he will, we presume, 
be perfectly satisfied with our decision on this subject. 


The Journey of the Rev, Hosra Batnov, will be 
published in our next. 


* Orford’ is received, and will be attended to. 
ne 








MARRIED, 

In this town, on’Sunday morning last, by the Rey. 
Mr. Ware, Mr. Henry Bowen to Miss Nancy B. Cope- 
land. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Noah James, of Deer- 
field, to Miss Nancy Persons of Gloucester. 

By the Rey. Dr. Freeman, Tasker Hazard Swett 
Esq. to Miss Elizabeth Boyer Coolidge, daughter of 
Joseph Coolidge, Esq. all of this town. 

In Roxbury, by the Rev. Mr. Ballou, 2d. Mr. Rich- 
ard Head to Miss Abigail Hill. .. 

In Gloucester, Mr. Samuel Currier to Miss Hepzibah 
Storer, both of this town, 
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TED, 


In this town, Mr. John Acres, aged 33. Mr. Titus 





wife, 62, both formerly of Portsmouth, 


Harris, 53. Capt. John Palmer, 66, Mrs. Uannah, hie- 
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POET’S CORNER. 





SELECTED. 


SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Spirit of Christianity ! 
Humble plant of heavenly birth, 
Faith and holy charity 
Are thy precious fruits on earth. 


Spirit of Christianity ! 

Come and visit earth again, 

Bring, O bring, to dwell with thee 
Peace, and love, and virtue’s reign. 


More than worldly pride or zeal, 
More than fashion’s ways inspire, 
Or the creeds of men reveal, 

More than these, dost thou require. 


More than party names insure, 
More than seeks the praise of men, 
Piety that robs the poor, 

Faith that works for worldly gain. 


Can it be to hale mankind, 

Even in a Saviour’s name— 

Was Christianity designed 

But to wound our neighbor’s fame ? 


Sly-reproach and bickering strife, 
But for mere opinion’s sake ; 
Can they show the ways of life, 
Or of heavenly things partake ? 


Was it thus the shepherd throng 
Heard announced the gospel plan, 
Such the enraptur’d angel's song 

Of peace on earth, good will to man ? 


He whose words were life and peace, 
Whom no party name confin’d, 
Mark’d the milder way to bliss, 
Lov®, his mission to mankind. 


Not a God whose partia! hate 
Burning ere creation’s morn, 

Did he reveal ;—the infant's fate, 
Eternal woe for being born. 


No—’twas love and mercy shone 
In all he did, and al] he taught, 
His doctrine was from God alone, 


From Him the mighty works he wrought. 


But if such my neighbor’s creed, 
Why should I his name destroy? 
Can I hear Aim vainly plead 

For rights J still would fain enjoy ? 


Spirit ef Christianity ! 

Hast thou Jit the brands of death, 
Nations robb'd of liberty, 

Millions slaughter’d for their faith ? 


Hast thou broke life’s mortal bands, 
Bound in chains the human mind, 
Shat with blood-polluted haix‘s 
The gates of mercy on mankind ? 


No—those deeds of darkest name 
In the tragic book of Time, 

Thy blest spirit must disclaim, 
Unpolluted with a crime. 


*Tis that fiend of giant reign 
Bigotry, when arm'd with power, 
Crimes which darker periods stain, 
When the faggot could devour. 


Even in this age of light, 
Half subdu’d the monster reigns, 


Foaming, tho’ of bloodless might, “ rtible term for ger ae | “\’ yc —_ and 
. ; ; 92 2 he promise made of none effect. Because the law 
Roaring ** Heresy /”” in chains. saath wrath; for where no law is, (here ts no trans- 
gression, therefore if ts of faith that af might be by 
grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the 
seed, not to that only which is of the law, but to that 
lalso which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all, ae itis written, [ have made thee a father of 
'many nations,’ If there can be one doubt remaining, 
lin any candid mind, on this head, read the following, 
‘lor the promise that he should be the heir of the 
iworld, [ Kosmos, | was not to Abraham, or to his seed 
through the Jaw, but through the righteousness of faith,’ 
i3th v. Paul declares that he is justified by the faith of 
Christ. Whois the righteousness for? Ans. For al! 
men. Proof, Rom. iii 21 24, * But now the righteous. 
Man with Time advancing seems, ness of God without the law is manifested, being wit- 
Grows more candid to review nessed by the law and the prophets ; even the righte- 
Gloomy creeds and monkish dreams. jonsness of God by faith of Jesus Chrest wuto ail, and 
fupon all that belere ; for there 1s no difference ; (why?) 
r all have sinned and come short of the glory of God; 
ustitied freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
‘i that is in Christ Jesus.’ Isa. xlv 23 24, * J] have 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth, 
dighteousness, and shall not return, that unto me every 
Peg Pore ae knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, surely shall 
Spirit of Christianity ! cay, on the Joord have J righteousness and strength ; to 
Let thy rain-bow tokens spread, him shall come, and all that are incensed against bir 
| Peace and heaven-born Charity, chal os a . The righteousness of God, which is 
?Till from earth thy clouds have fled, by faith of Jesus Christ, is for all, elect or non-elect, 
and upon believers; and when the time shall arrive 
that all shail be gathered together in Christ, God's 
righteousness will be upon all! ‘There is not a propo- 
sition in nature or reason, which can be offered to the 
mind of man, which is more clear and susceptible of 
} proof, than this, which is so much despised and reject- 
fed at this day. : 
| 6 For I beheld, and there Was no man; even among | We consjde r the salvation of the non-elect proved : 
them, and there was no councillor, thet when J asked | but, in the presence of so much testimony as the scrip- 
of them, COULD ANSWER AWORD. Behold, they are | tures abound with, it is justiGable to offer more. Rom. 
all ranily---their works are NOTHING,’’---elsa, x}j,| xi 7, ‘ What then? Jsrael hath not obtained that which 





Conscious of his waiting doom, 

Plain he shows from whence he came, 
In a face of milder gloom 

Seems the Mammoth in the LAs. 


eee 
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But as flies the cloud of night, 
As the radiant day draws nigh, 
So before the gospel light 


Must the conquer’d monster fly. 


More enlighten’d, milder too, 


ST 





In the friendly march of Mind 
CONSCIENCE too redeem her claim, 
Man a BROTHER yet must find 
Own’d in every sect and name. 


— 
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| From the N. Y. Gospel Herald, 





AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS, 


, 28, 29. — he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and 
Bniversality of the Alonement Proved. the rest were blinded.’ If it is not admitted that the 

— words Israel and the rest are used here as convertible 

[Concluded from page 116. ] jterms, and that they mean the non-elect, it follows 


that the elec’ are blinded, which no Calvinist will ad- 
mit for a moment. There is, therefore, no possible 
way to avoid the irresistible conclusion, that the non- 
eleci are the saved of the Lord, for the apostle declares, 
asking the question, ‘ Have they stumbled that they 
should fall? God forbid! !/° There is but one possi- 
ble way of escape for a Calvinist, and that is, to admit, 
or rather to declare, that a man may be made endlessly 
elect is secured on their own premises! We shall do miserable without falling; and to prove, if he can, that 
this. the apostle, when he declared, * For if the first fruit be 
Acts ii 39, ‘ For-the promise is unto you, and to your > Oe “Te? oh" Ce a Gees Shel hea 
, , ry - talking about! 
children, and to all that are ajar off, as many as the 
Lord our Lord shall call.) How many does God call? 


» ODE ¢ 10 , ° . ° » 

Isa, xlv 22, — unto me and be ye saved, ALL the | tive and unequivocal declarations of the Lord Jesus 
ends of the earth.’ Are sll that are afar off, elected? | Christ, relative to his coming in the ‘glory of his Fath- 
Are all the ends of the earth elected 2 Rom. ix 3 4. jer Ke. which are contained as follows—Mat. x 23, 
‘For I conld wish that myself were accursed from | very By ae Byron you, ye shall not have gone over the 
. " be 4 l 2s O *fTae ! . . onl. il 
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the | © ties of ree lil the Son of man be come.’ xvi 27 28, 
es a ied Bie elie a oe sited, tie ‘For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 

= wets 5 fo whom periaine’n the @@op-| Father, with his angels : then he shall reward every 


tion, and the glory, and the COVENANTS, and the} man according to his works, Verily I say unto you, 


giving of the Jaw, and the service, and the PROMISES.’| there be some slanding here, which shall not taste of 
You have decided that these are non-elect / Paul de- | death, till th: y see the Son of man coming in his king- 
clares, that unto them belong the covenan/s and the | dom.’ xxiv 34, * Verily I say Bato yOu, this generation 
promises. You deciare, that all to whom the promises | akan Bot pace till all these things be felilied.” Lake 
' iL “* | xxi22, * For rnese be the days of vengeance ; that all 
are made shall be sared. Are not the non-elect safe, things which are written may be fulfilled.’ Verse 32, 
on your own premises? They are. There is no possi-|* Verily I] say unto you, this generation shall not pass 
bility of escape for you in this matter. You may talk | away, till ALL be fulfilled.’ Mark xiii 30, the same. 
of your two seeds as much as you please. Your seed of | Christ declares, Mat. xxiv 34, that he would come in 
the devil, according to Paul is the seed of whom Christ se glory ry <" ’ pion sigy Syste S,. 1 
25th chapter 3lst verse, to the end, he declares, ‘When 
came. If you dispute it, read the foliowing, ‘ Whoce | the Son of man shall come in his glory,’ certain things 
the fathers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh, | stall take place. Can you prove that he came, agreea- 
Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.’ | !y to his declaration in the 24th chapter, previous to 
Sth v. If you object that ‘the children of the flesh geen ap age ong - pos qodbomee pennies pe 
P ‘ * he D 3 3 wu 36 $ 9 § 
are not the children of God; but the children of th \imit, that the 24th chapter relates to the part ond 
promise are counted for the seed,’ you strengthen your manner of his coming; and the 25th chapter of the 
own premises against yourselves. You confirm * consequences ; of what he would do iwhen he should 
fact, that these are non-eleci, and you must tibat,;come! The reader will please to recollect, this is 4 
to them belong the promises and covenanis / Pot thc, PAXABLE. iy taken literally, sheep and goats, and not 
which a superficial observer might suppose presented a ERs AM the parties concerned! Jikewhse, wat — 
‘ ' ‘rons, BOt Individuals, are separated one from another, 
tie are *ready always (o give an anawer to every 
man hat asket!’ usta reason of the hope that is in’ 
us * With meekuess and fear,’ HENRY FIUZ, 


SALVATION OF THE NON-ELECT PROVED, 





Calvinists declare, that there are no promises or co- 
|venants, for the non-elect, That the promises of God, 
| &c. are alone, and exclusively for the elec’, and are to 





'them sure, &c. Now sf we can prove that the promis- 
es of God are to the non-eleci, the salvation of the non- 


QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED. 
Where is your authority for denying the most posi- 








difficulty in our way, is an ananswersble evicence aud 
confirmation of our doctrine. See Rom. 
* For ifthey which are of the law (used here 























